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lt won't be a surprise to any of you that 
the antiquarian its against the march of 
progress, when said march destroys old 
houses, 


They may look ratty ~- and they probably 
are - but they hold the history of New 
London's past within their walls and mem- 
ories of a way of life which we will never 
know. 


The blighted area of New London contains 
many of these old houses even now, though 
a great many of them have been taken down, 
but no one pays any attention to them. 


North Bank Street is right in the path 

of the juggernaut of progress. In the old 
days this street was known variously as 
the highway to the Fort, the long highway 
and Bradley Street. {It was named after 
Peter Bradley who bought the eight acre 
lot from John Gallup in 1654. 


Peter Bradley was lost at sea and his 
widow Elizabeth, after a tempestuous love 
affair with Christopher Christophers, a 

rich merchant, eventually married Mr. 
Christophers after his elderly wife died. 


The Christophers and Bradley children 
intermarried and in 1687 Mary, widow of 
Peter Bradley, Jr., sold to her brother, 


1960 


Richard Christophers, an acre of the Brad- 
ley lot, running from Bradley Street along 
State Street to Main. On part of this lot 
is G. M. Williams store and on that por- 
tion was the home of Michael Melally, 
privateersman. 


Christopher Bradley, Peter's grandson, 
sold the rest of the lot to Daniel Tuthil! 
of Long Island in 1730. Mr. Tuthill pro- 
ceeded to sell it off into building lots 
and made a very good thing of it, too. 


Bradley Street was laid out August 4, 1730, 
"for the use of the Persons that may buy 
lots there and also for the common use to 
all Persons in general and to lye soe open 
forever.'' It was a good neighborhood for 

a long time, though no one would think it 
to see the street now. 


There were well-kept houses inhabited by 
merchants and privateersmen during the 
Revolution, with their wharves and ware- 


houses standing below on the Beach, now 


Water Street. 


In 1755 and most likely before, the Widow 
Mary Prentis had her garden on the east 
side of the highway. It was 90 feet long 
and 28 feet wide, so she had plenty of room 
for herbs and simples, none-so-pretties, 
eglantine and York and Lancaster roses, as 


well as a few pumpkins and such like. 
This is pure speculation on my part be- 
cause | haven't the faintest notion what 
the widow really grew there, 


As a matter of fact, she was one of Chris- 
topher Christophers! granddaughters, a 
child of his son Richard and was married 
twice by the time she was 26. 


Apparently all the Christophers girls 

were good looking, for in some of the 
other branches the girls married early and 
often, beginning in their teens - a fas- 
cinating family and much more interesting 
because of their wild ways than some of 
the more staid citizens. 


Above the Widow Prentis' garden was a lot 

belonging to Joseph Hull, collector of the 
port. He had a great deal of property in 

town and evidently never married, because 

when he died, his real estate was distri- 

buted to nieces and nephews and a brother, 
Tiddeman Hull. 


Brother Tiddeman got the lot where Levin's 
wholesale beer establishment is now. 


Oddly enough, in the old burying ground 

on Jamestown Island, there are two Tidde- 
man Hulls, possibly grandfather and grand- 
son, with this Tiddeman's generation miss- 
ing, so it would appear the Hulls came 
from Rhode Island. 


Tiddeman's share was bought from his 
estate by Jonathan Brooks, Sr. Jonathan 
Brooks, Jr., in his vivid description of 
the burning of New London recalls return- 
ing to his home on Bradley Street after 
fleeing to the country and seeing nothing 
abroad but a singed cat running across 
the highway. 


The house next north of Jonathan Brooks, 
where Danny Doyle had his restaurant, was 
built about 1794 by Capt. Edward Chappell, 
who was a commander in the West Indies 
trade. He died in 1824 aged 80. 


But the next house just above John Street 
on the same side of the street, is the 
most interesting, It still has the big 
chimney, though the front has been added 
onto and the plaid shingled, south side 
is atrocious. 


The land on which it stands was bought in 
1732 of Daniel Tuthill by Jonathan Gardi- 
-ner, son of ''my lord Gardiner'' of the Isle 


everything else. 


of Wight, now Gardiner's Island. 
According to that useful gossip, Joshua 
Hempstead, Jonathan Gardiner raised his 
house October 24, 1732. The land went 
back as far as the Beach and there was a 
salt pond in the rear. 


Having finished his house, Jonathan 
Gardiner married Mary, the daughter of 
the Rev. Eliphalet Adams November 13, 
1733 and their only son, John was born 
in October 1734. 


Jonathan Gardiner, like most of Bradley 
Street's men, was a seafarer and before 
going on long voyages in the small ships 
of the day it was customary to make a 
Will. So January 14, 1734/5, Jonathan, 
"being of perfect mind and memory, but 
bound on a voyage to Sea and not knowing 
how Providence may deal with me, make 
this my last Will and Testament,!' 


His "dear and loving wife, Mary'' was to 
get her widow's third and one-third of 

the real estate for life and little John 
in case John died young, 
his share would go to Jonathan Gardiner’ S 
brothers-in-law. | 


To say the least of it, Jonathan Gardiner 
was optimistic as to his financial status. 
His optimism was quite unjustified, He put 
out to sea in the ship Rainbow, bound for 
Antigua but was "never seen though utmost 
inquiries were made.'' {t was stated the 
Sloop was seen laboring in a storm. There 
was a fearful snowstorm January 19, 1734/5 
and it is probable that his si founder- 
ed and was lost in it. 


But it turned out Jonathan was in debt 

up to his ears and in June 1735, writs 
against his estate began to come in. Per- 
haps his voyage was a desperate effort to 
rehabilitate his finances, or perhaps he 
could not face the sneers and jeers of 

his neighbors. Our ancestors definitely 
were not a tolerant lot, and it never oc- 
curred to them not to kick a man when he 
was down, 


In October, 1736, his widow, getting des- 
perate, poor thing, requested his estate 
be admitted to probate but Judge Joshua 
Hempsted turned her down, saying, "It is 
less than two years since sd. Gardiner 
went to Sea and not yet Returned and no. 
certain Intelligence of his being Dead, 

do not see cause to approve and prove sd. 


Instrument to be the Last’ Will and Testa- 
ment of Sd. Gardiner."! 


Mary probably had to go home to her father, 
the minister, and listen to him preach all 
Sabbath day in a cold meetinghouse after 
having led a more human existence with my 
lord Gardiner's son. 


But she kept trying to have it madé legal 
for her to marry again, even applying to. 
the Superior Court in Hartford for a 
divorce, And did that horrify Joshua! 

And when Mary finally got her way and the 
Will was probated in April 1738, she mar- 
ried Col. John Bulkeley of Colchester in 
August. Joshua, who evidently disapproved 
of such goings on, said acidly, ''She is 
Supposed to be a Widow." 


So Gardiner's creditors sold the house to. 
Dr. Giles Goddard of Groton, all but one 
room, which Capt. Richard Durfey bought in 
1739/40. Captain Durfey was the collector 
of the port at that time and evidently used 
this room as his office, as in the same 
year he bought the Millstone Farm, former- 
ly the property of his wife's grandfather, 
Major Edward Palmes, 


Dr. Goddard died in 1757, crippled with 
gout. Whether brought on by high living 
and too much port wine, or from attending 
the sick in all kinds of weather, deponent 
sayeth not, deponent being Joshua, natural- 
ly. 


So the doctor's son, William of Philadel- 
phia, sold the mansion in 1770 to Samuel 
Powers. Mr. Powers' daughter, Abigai |] 
married Capt. William Packwood, who bought 
the house from his father-in-law in 1774. 
lt stayed in the Packwood family until 
1807 and until nearly the middle of the 
19th Century was still called the Packwood 
place. 


Capt. William Packwood and his brother, 
Captain Joseph Packwood, came to New Lon- 
don from Smith's Pride, Bermuda. In 1772 
William went there to see his old father 
for the first time in 12 years and return- 
ed with a deposition giving the birth 
dates of both brothers. 


Both sailed for Nathaniel Shaw. William 
was a privateersman and was captured 
aboard his sloop Betsey August 7, 1778. 
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The Betsey was scuttled and set afire 

but Captain William managed to escape 

and sail again. William was the better 
business man of the two, for when he died 
in- 1788 aged 52, he owned a goodly estate. 


Joseph had an execution’ levied against 
him in 1787 by the estate of Nathaniel 
Shaw for L887, 17 shillings and nine and 
a half pence, on all his goods and chat- 
tels and two houses and a barn on Main 
Street. 


Whereupon Joseph vanished from New Lon- 
don and no wonder. His first wife had 
died and he was bankrupt. That was what 
| thought, 


However, not very long ago, ! was prowl- 
ing through Linwood Cemetery in Colches- 
ter with a friend who was hunting a lost 
ancester, when suddenly she called, 
"Here's Joseph Packwood!!! And sure 
enough there he was, complete with sec- 
ond wife and family. 


He married Dimmis Wright of Colchester 
and had eight children, one of them being 
named Elizabeth after his first wife. 
This seems a most unpleasant custom but 
they all did it. What the second wife 
thought about it, had nothing to do with 
the case. | 


So it developed that Joseph lit on his 
feet after all, for he established a 
gristmill and a sawmill on Judd Brook 
north of the Hartford Turnpike and the 
place is still known as Packwoodville by 
the older inhabitants Moreover, far 
From the excitements of the city and the 
perils of the sea, he lived to be 68, © 
dying in 1807. 


You just never know where you are going 
to find people and maybe some day | will 
get over being surprised at the way they 
got around, 


Returning to New London, the next very 

old house was Joseph Packwood's lt is 

on the east side of Main Street just above 
Beit's parking lot and now belongs to the 
Moutran family. 


The tand was originally Daniel Tuthill's 
who sold it to Daniel Appley in 1730. In 
1734 Daniel Appley, Jr., sold it to Capt. 
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Richard Christophers with: a Héuge. on it, sit ‘1770 his Son: ‘sol 

Richard being a grandson of that interest- Packwood who lost’ f. The next owner 
_. ing rascal, Christopher Christophers. It ne WAS Wheeler Coit, whose daughter tert 

remained in the family about 15, years and, i as his héir' sold it to Ezekiel Fox in 

in 1750 James Gardiner ‘owned’ it. ~ ark: 1798. He had a tavern and naturally, it 


__ was called the Fox and Grapes. 
He came to. a most ‘unhappy end August 19, 


1758, when Joshua says, "James Gardiner’, About three houses above stands the home 
‘Lately Capt. ‘of the’ Privateer Sloop Blakeny of Solomon Coit, whose son, Nathaniel had 
6f this Town, being at the Harbours mouth “a tavern there at the sign of the Rising 


Battery a Loading a Cannon the Second time, “Sun during the French and Indian War and 
she unhapply went off, blew off ‘one of his entertained George Washington when he was 
legs and wounded his Body that he Died in _.a young officer on his way to the north. 
2 or 3 hours." ton | ' This house has been raised with stores 
. below but the shape of the roof on the 
south side shows its age. 


‘There are many other old houses stil] 

standing. On the west side of Main Street 
are the Woodbridge house, Samuel Latimer's 
on the corner of Hil] Street , Adam 

Shapley's on Shapley Street and the beau- 

tiful old house with the gambrel roof 

almost opposite Crystal. Avenue. This was 

once the glebe house for the First Church. 
Must this go too? 


For Your Information 

The Society's telephone number is 

Gibson 3-1209 

The Mansion is open Tuesday through 
- Saturday from 1 to 4, 
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